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Abstract

Artificial Intelligence (AI) is changing the world Technorapidly. But it brings serious ethical
questions too. Who benefits from AI? Who gets harmed? Who controls it? Current global frameworks
Iry to answer these questions. But they mostly come from Western thinking. They often maiss the values
of community, nature, and shared responsibility. This paper looks at an ancient Indian idea:
Vasudharva Kutumbakam. It means 'the world is one family." This paper argues that this idea can
guide AI ethics in a powerful way. It can fill the gaps that current frameworks leave behind. The work
of scholar Surendra Pathak on Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam forms an important part of this study. His
book offers a detailed account of how this philosophy has been understood and applied across different
historical periods. The paper connects Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam with Green AI and sustainable
development. It shows how this ancient wisdom can shape responsible AI policies today. The method
used is conceptual analysts, comparative ethics, and policy review.
Keywords: Ai Ethics, Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam, Sustainable Development, Green Ai, Indian
Philosophy, Technology Governance, Responsible Ai.

Introduction

Al is everywhere today and changing the definitions of world intellectual and
intelligence Technorapidly. It helps doctors diagnose diseases. It powers electric grids. It
fights climate change. It drives cars. It shapes what we read and watch online. But AI also
causes harm. It can discriminate against people. It can invade privacy. It can spread false
information. And it consumes enormous amounts of energy. This harms the very
environment we are trying to protect. The world needs ethical guidance for Al. Many
organizations have tried to provide this. UNESCO, the European Union, and the OECD have
all created AI ethics frameworks. These are valuable efforts. But they share a common
limitation. They are built mostly on Western ideas of individual rights and freedom. This is
not enough. The world is diverse. Billions of people live by values of community, nature, and
shared duty. These values are not properly reflected in current Al frameworks. India offers
something important here. For thousands of years, Indian philosophy has asked deep
questions about how we should live, with each other and with nature. One of its most
powerful ideas is Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam. Scholar Surendra Pathak, in his book on
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam, traces this idea across centuries of Indian thought and public life.
He shows that this concept is not frozen in ancient texts. It has been a living guide for how
Indian civilization has approached the idea of universal bel This paper explores what happens
when we bring this ancient idea into the modern conversation about AI ethics. The
connection is not forced. It is natural, deep, and urgently needed. onging. This paper builds
on his work and brings it into conversation with modern AT ethics.
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Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam: What It Means and Where It Comes From? What it recommends?
1. The Source
The phrase comes from the Maha Upanishad Chapter 6 verse 71, written around 800 BCE. The original Sanskrit verse says:
"Ayam nijah paro veti ganana laghuchetasam;
Udaracharitanam tu vasudhaiva kutumbakam."
Brief intro of all words.
e Ayam —this
e Nijah — one's own / mine
e Paro — the other / the stranger / the unknown
e  Veti — thinks / considers / distinguishes
e  Ganana — calculation / counting
¢  Laghuchetasam — of small/contracted minds/selfish character
e Tu— but (the hinge of the verse)
e  Udaracharitanam — of those of noble character / conduct
e  Vasudha — the earth / the sustainer
e Eva—indeed / truly
¢  Kutumbakam — family / household of mutual care and responsibility.
This means: "This is mine, that is others. Such thinking belongs to the small-minded. For those with a noble heart, the whole
world is one family.'
The idea also appears in the Hitopadesha, an ancient collection of wisdom stories. It is not just a quote. It is a philosophy of life.
Surendra Pathak, in his detailed study of this concept, shows how Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam moved from sacred texts into public
discourse. He traces how it was used by leaders, educators, and reformers to build a sense of shared humanity. His work reminds
us that this idea has always been relevant to real-world problems of inclusion and justice (Pathak, 2010).
2. The Philosophical Foundation
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam grows from the Advaita Vedanta tradition. Advaita means non-duality. It teaches that all living beings
share one universal consciousness called Brahman.
If this is true, then separating us from them is an illusion. Harming others means harming yourself. The good of one is the good of
all. This is not idealism. It is a practical moral compass. It tells us to expand our circle of care. Include the neighbour. Include
strangers. Include animals. Include the earth itself.
3. Core Ethical Principles
Five key principles flow from Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam:
. Sarva Hitaya (Universal Well-being): The goal is the welfare of all beings. Not just one nation, class, or species.
. Ahimsa (Non-harm): Avoid harm in all its forms: physical, social, psychological, and ecological.
*  Dharma (Righteous Duty): Every person and every institution has a duty to act for the common good.
*  Karma (Accountability): Every action has consequences. Creators of Al bear full moral responsibility for what their systems
do.
*  Prakriti Sambandh (Bond with Nature): Humans are part of nature, not above it. We must protect the natural world, not
exploit it.

AI Ethics: What the World Has Built So Far?

1. Global Frameworks: A Summary

Several major frameworks guide Al ethics today.

e  UNESCO's Recommendation on AI Ethics (2021) is the first global agreement of its kind. It covers human dignity, fairness,
transparency, privacy, accountability, and sustainability.

e The EU AI Act (2024) regulates Al based on its high-risk levels. High-risk Al systems faces strict rules. Banned Al systems
include those that manipulate people or enable mass surveillance.

e The OECD Principles on Al (2019) promote inclusive growth, sustainable development, and human centric values.

These are serious implications and important efforts. They deserve due respect.

2. The Gaps: What Is Still Missing?

These frameworks have real limitations. Let us explore few.

e  First, they focus on individual rights. Privacy, autonomy, and freedom are central. But they underplay collective values such
as community, solidarity, and shared responsibility.

e Second, they are mostly reactive. They address harm after it happens. A deeper ethics must prevent harm by design.

e Third, they lack cultural diversity. The wisdom of India, Africa, and indigenous communities is largely absent.

e  Fourth, the link between Al and the environment is weak in most frameworks. The carbon cost of Al is growing. This needs
urgent ethical attention.

Vasudhatva Kutumbakam speaks directly to all four of these gaps.
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Bringing Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam into AI Ethics

1. From My Rights to Our Responsibilities

Most Al ethics focuses on the user. What does the user want? What are the user's rights? Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam asks a different

question: What does the community need? What is good for all? This shift changes how Al is designed. Instead of asking 'Is the

user satisfied?', we ask 'Is society benefited?' Instead of optimising for individual preference, we optimise for collective well-being.

(Sarva Hitaya)

This is a small but powerful change. It makes Al accountable to communities, not just to consumers.

2. Ahimsa and AI Harm: A Broader View

The principle of Ahimsa says: do not cause harm to anyone.

e In AI ethics, harm is usually defined as bias, privacy violation, or physical danger. These matters a lot. But Ahimsa goes
further.

e It includes psychological harm. In 2023, researchers documented how generative Al tools were being used to create non-
consensual deepfake images of real women, causing severe psychological damage to victims. The harm was real, immediate,
and personal. No current Al ethics framework fully prevented it.

e It includes social harm, when algorithms deepen inequality or discrimination. The EU Al Act (2024 specifically banned real-
time biometric surveillance in public spaces precisely because Al-powered facial recognition had been shown to misidentify
darker-skinned individuals at significantly higher error rates, causing wrongtul stops and arrests.

e It includes economic harm, when automation destroys livelihoods without offering alternatives. In 2023, IBM announced it
would pause hiring for roles it expected Al to replace an estimated 7,800 positions. No community consultation. No transition
plans.

) It includes ecological harm, when Al systems consume water and energy without restraint. This is addressed further in
Section 5.

A Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam-based Al ethics framework would require harm assessments across all these dimensions. FFor every

community affected. At every stage of the Al lifecycle.

3. Dharma and Accountability

In Indian philosophy, Dharma means righteous duty. It is not just about following rules. It is about acting rightly, even when no

one is watching. This is exactly what Al accountability needs. Legal compliance is not enough. A company can follow the law and

still cause great harm. Dharmic accountability asks more. It says: you created this AL. You are responsible for what it does. You
cannot hide behind algorithms or disclaimers.

This moral responsibility, embedded in the concept of Dharma, gives Al governance a deeper ethical backbone than regulation

alone can provide.

4. The Family Metaphor in Al Design

When you think of the world as one family, Al design changes.

e  You do not design Al only for the wealthy user with a fast internet connection. You design for the farmer in a village. For the
elderly person without a smartphone. For the child in a conflict zone.

e  Surendra Pathak emphasises that Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam was never meant to be a comfortable idea. It is a demanding one. It
calls us to widen our sense of who matters. In Al, this means widening our sense of who the technology must serve (Pathak,
2010).

This is the design ethic of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam. Inclusive by default. Universal by intent.

Green Al and Sustainability: The Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam Connection
1.  The Hidden Environmental Cost of Al

e Al has a very large carbon footprint. Training a single LLM Al model can emit high carbon dioxide which almost equals to
five cars produced.

e The situation has grown sharply worse since large language models became mainstream. According to a 2024 report by the
International Energy Agency (IEA), global data centres consumed approximately 460 terawatt-hours of electricity in 2022.
That figure is projected to more than double by 2026, driven largely by the energy demands of Al

e The water cost is equally alarming. Microsoft's own environmental report (2023) revealed that its data centres consumed 6.4
million cubic metres of water — primarily for cooling Al infrastructure. To put this plainly: every query to a large Al system
draws on shared natural resources that communities around the world depend on for survival.

e  Goldman Sachs (2024) estimated that a single ChatGPT query uses nearly ten times the electricity of a standard Google
search. As billions of queries are processed daily, the cumulative ecological burden is enormous.

This is a moral problem. We cannot build Al to solve climate change while Al itself accelerates climate change. This contradiction

demands an ethical response.

2. Why Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam Demands Green Al

Indian philosophy does not separate humans from nature. Rivers, forests, animals, and future generations are all part of the family.

This eco-centric view, that nature is not a resource to exploit but a family to protect, provides a strong ethical basis for Green Al.

Green Al means building Al systems that use minimal energy. It means powering data centres with renewable sources. It means

prioritising Al applications that help the environment, not harm it.

Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam does not allow us to prosper at the cost of the earth. It demands that our technology serve life, all life.
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3. Connecting to the UN Sustainable Development Goals. (SDGs)

The UN's Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) aims to build a fair and sustainable world by 2030.

o Vasudharva Kutumbakam aligns naturally with these goals. Universal well-being maps to SDG 1 (No Poverty) and SDG 3
(Good Health). Non-harm maps to SDG 18 (Climate Action) and SDG 15 (Life on Land). Collective responsibility maps to
SDG 17 (Partnerships for the Goals).

. India's G20 presidency used the theme 'One Earth, One Family, One Future!, directly inspired by Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam.
This shows that this ancient idea is already shaping global policy today.

e Al can accelerate the SDGs if it is built on the right values. Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam provides exactly those values.

Policy Recommendations

Based on this analysis, we recommend the following:

1. Include diverse philosophies in Al ethics frameworks. UNESCO and other bodies should actively incorporate Indian, African,
and indigenous ethical traditions, not just Western liberal thought.

2. Mandate community impact assessments. Every major Al system should be evaluated for its impact on communities and
ecosystems, not just individual users.

3. Develop Green Al standards. National and international bodies should create measurable standards for energy efficiency,
carbon footprint, and ecological impact of Al systems.

4. Integrate Al ethics into education. Universities, especially in India, should teach AI ethics using both global frameworks and
classical Indian philosophy side by side.

5. Build inclusive governance. AI governance bodies should include voices from rural communities, the Global South, civil
society, and environmental advocates.

6. Prioritise Al for environment. Governments should fund AI applications in environmental monitoring, clean energy
management, and climate adaptation. This aligns technology with sustainability.

Conclusion

Al is one of the most powerful tools humanities has ever created. But power without wisdom is dangerous. Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam ofters wisdom. It is simple: the world is one family. But its implications are profound. It tells us that AI must serve
everyone, not just the wealthy or the powerful. It tells us that AI must not harm people, communities, or nature. It tells us that we
are all responsible: developers, policymakers, users, and educators alike. Current Al ethics frameworks are good. But they are not
complete. They need the depth of non-Western wisdom. They need the ecological awareness that Indian philosophy has always
carried. Surendra Pathak's work on Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam shows us that this idea has guided human communities through many
difficult periods. It can guide us through the age of Al as well. This paper argues that bringing Vasudhairva Kutumbakam into Al
ethics is not just an interesting idea. It is a necessity. It is the bridge between ancient wisdom and modern technology. Between
individual rights and collective responsibility. Between innovation and sustainability. The world does not need Al that is merely
smart. [t needs Al that is also good. Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam shows us what good means, for the whole family of the world.
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