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Abstract

Environmental issues are the most concern issues in present days. Each and every living
organism is in danger because of these concerns. Many people are well aware about such environmental
issues but now also there are many people who are unaware about it. They don’t care much about
environment and nature. The selfish nature of human being indirectly harms nature as well as different
lrving organisms. Because of degradation of natural resources and imbalanced nature the world is facing
different problems. So we need to take proper actions to stop damage of nature and environment.
Environmental sustainability is important to preserve resources like clean air, water and wildlife for
Suture generations. There are many ways with which we can expand sustainability knowledge.
Literature is one of the important tool to create an awareness about prevention of nature or environment
among people. Literature is also helpful to promote different sustainability programs with which we can
save environment. This paper explores the role of literature in promoting environmental sustainability
by analyzing Eco critical themes in English Literature. It aims to illustrate how literature help to
understand responsibilities of human being regarding environment to protect it.
Keywords: - Literature, Environment, Nature, Sustainability

Introduction

Environmental sustainability is important to preserve resources like clean air, water
and wildlife for future generations. It is nothing but the responsibility to conserve natural
resources and protect global ecosystems to support health and wellbeing for now and in the
future. United Nations defines sustainability as, “meeting the needs of the present without
compromising the ability of future generations to meet theirs.” In other words, it's a
responsible management of natural resources so that these resources will remain available for
future generations, while maintaining ecological balance. As the world grapples with climate
change, deforestation, pollution etc., sustainable practices have become crucial. Literature plays
a vital role to make people aware about today’s condition of environment and importance of it
for future generation.

There are many literary works which explore environmental issues from pollution
and degradation of the natural world to the impact of climate change on human societies. The
literary work which depicts such issues is called as environmental literature or eco-literature.
Eco-literature or ecocriticism has emerged as a crucial genre in contemporary literature. It
reflects societies growing concern for environmental issues and sustainability through
literature. This genre shades light on pressing ecological concern and also encourages readers
to think their relationship with the natural world. Through the portrayal of natural world,
exploration of ecological issues and reflection on human nature relationship, eco
literature can engage readers on environmental concerns and encourage them to become
conscious of their impact on the planet. Literature has a remarkable capacity to serve as catalyst
for action, inspiring individuals and communities to engage with important issues and
contribute to meaningful social and environmental transformations. It has a capacity to
motivate readers to take proactive steps towards creating a better world. Literature plays a vital
role in promoting sustainability in human beings by raising awareness about environmental
issues. It reflects and shapes cultural attitudes towards sustainability.
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Many literary works help individuals to promote environmental sustainability among themselves. The book ‘Let My

Country Go Surfing: The Education of a Reluctant Businessman’ is written by Yvon Chouinard. It is an autobiography. He is a founder
of a company ‘Patagonia’. This book tells the story how ‘Patagonia’ becomes successful and sustainable company that prioritizes
environmentalism and ethics over profit. It highlights the importance of taking responsibility for our impact on the planet and
embracing a purpose

driven business model. Yuvon was born in 1938 in Maine to a French-Canadian family. Later his French speaking family moved
across the continent to California where he began to felt outsider. He felt happy in nature. So he started mountain climbing. After
graduation he started to work as a blacksmith so that he will make his own climbing gear. At that time majority of climbing gears
came from European countries that had a different approach to mountaineering.

They build tools that often damaged the environment. So he redesigned the climbing equipment and started its production. He
became a successful businessman but one day when he was climbing the mountain he saw that pitons were left dug into the sides
of mountains everywhere. So he decided to phase out pitons and only produce aluminum chock. In this book Yuon tells us that
though he is a businessman, he didn’t think about profit and company’s growth instead of it he prioritizes to keep the nature safe.
He tried his best to keep the natural beauty of the mountain safe. In this way this story inspires readers to think about nature as
well as an environment.

Rachel Carson’s ‘Silent Spring”is an environmental science book. In this book, the writer describes the adverse effects on
environment due to excessive use of pesticides. This book forced government to ban DDT and spurred revolutionary changes in
the laws affecting our air, land and water. There is a description of warning about the dangers of pesticides particularly called as
DDT and its effects on wildlife and nature. One more book ‘Flight Behavior’ by Barbara Kingslover, published in 2012 explores the
impact of climate change on the lives of insects. It is a story of Dellarobia Turnbow who is a housewife. In this novel kingslover
describes how so many butterflies migrated from Mexico to a mountain located on property of Turnbow’s family. As the natural
habitat of the butterflies was disrupted because of torrential flood in Mexico, large number of butterflies migrated to Feathertown
which is a fictional town in rural Tennessee. As Butterflies are quiet large in number, the color of the whole sky turned orange.
So many villagers terrified when they saw the scene. This book shows that because of climate change how we are facing problems
like flood and its impact on living organisms, even the life of small insect like butterfly is disturbed because of such kind of
natural disasters.

The book ‘Refuge: An Unnatural History of Family and place’ is one of the striking memoir written by Terry Tempest
Williams. In this book she records the ecological phenomenon of Great Salt Lake Desert. She describes the flooding of the Great
Salt Lake which results dwindling populations of birds at Bear River Migratory Bird Refuge to illustrate the importance of
nature preservation, acceptance of change and the impact of human intervention on the natural world. The representation of
nature in literature is a complex and multifaceted phenomenon that has evolved over time. Many literary works have reflected
different environmental issues such as climate change, global warming, pollution, conservation sustainability and its impact on all
living organisms. Such kind of description is helpful to make people aware about environment and shape societal attitude towards
the natural world. The
books which mentioned above and other ecocritical literary work play a crucial role in shaping environmental discourse which
influences cultural attitude and promote sustainability.

Conclusion: -

Literature has an ability to raise awareness about environmental issues as well as it helps to inspire new ways of
thinking about solving environmental issues and to protect the environment. Literature also fosters empathy and understanding
for the impact of human activities on the environment. It fosters a deeper understanding of the complex relationships between
human and the natural world. Literature plays an important role to make reader to understand the importance of protecting
ecosystems, managing pollution, minimizing waste, promoting renewable energy, taking proper decisions that balance
environment, maintaining the stability of ecosystem to prevent long-term damage of environment etc. Many authors convey the
importance of environmental conservation and consequences of neglecting our responsibilities towards the natural world through
their literary works, which will help us to protect environment for future generations.
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