3

In Sight Bulletin: A Multidisciplinary Interlink International Research Journal

Peer Reviewed International, Open Access Journal.

ISSN : 3065-7857 / Website: https://ibrj.us / Volume-2, Issue-6 / June - 2025

Original Article

_|

Empowering Grassroots Development Through the Use of Tribal

Dialects in Communication

Yashashree Gode!, Dr. Ravishankar Mor? , Aasiya Syed?®

12 Department of Law, Rashtrasant Tukadoji Maharaj Nagpur University, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar School of Law, Nagpur,

Maharashtra, India

3Post Graduate Department of Education, Rashtrasant Tukadoji Maharaj Nagpur University, Nagpur, Maharashtra, India

Manuscript I1D:
IBMIIRJ -2025-020613

Submitted: 09 May 2025
Revised: 22 May 2025
Accepted: 15 June 2025

Published: 30 June 2025

ISSN: 3065-7857
Volume-2
Issue-6

Pp 52-55

June 2025

Correspondence Address:
Yashashree Gode,
Department of Law, Rashtrasant
Tukadoji Maharaj Nagpur
University, Dr. Babasaheb
Ambedkar School of Law, Nagpur,
Maharashtra, India

Email:

yashresearch627@gmail.com

Quick Response Code:

Web. https://ibrj.us

d

DOI: 10.5281/zenodo.17067815

DOI Link:
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.17067815

(DEI)

Creative Commons

Abstract

Language is fundamental to how people understand, interpret, and navigate the world around
them. Within tribal communities in India, native dialects serve purposes far beyond everyday
communication; they are vessels of cultural heritage, social values, and indigenous knowledge that have been
passed down through generations. Despite this, many development initiatives continue to rely heavily on
dominant regional or national languages, leaving tribal populations sidelined from critical services and
opportunities for participation. This paper explores the potential of tribal dialects as effective tools in
grassroots communication, particularly in the context of inclusive development. It investigates how the use of
native languages in government messaging, education, healthcare outreach, and civic engagement can
improve trust and encourage meaningful participation among tribal populations. The study also identifies
persistent barriers, including the lack of written forms for many dialects, the limited presence of these
languages in digital spaces, and the systemic preference for official languages in public institutions.
Drawing from interdisciplinary approaches across linguistics, development communication, and governance,
this research also highlights real-world examples where the use of local dialects has led to tangible
improvements in outcomes from increased school attendance to better health awareness in remote tribal
areas. By positioning language as a vital development resource rather than a secondary concern, this paper
argues that integrating tribal dialects into mainstream communication strategies is crucial for achieving
equitable and lasting progress. Ensuring that tribal voices are heard in their own words is not just a matter
of representation; it is a step toward dignity, inclusion, and sustainable transformation.
Keywords: Tribal Dialects, Developmental Communication, Grassroots Participation, Linguistic
Inclusion, Indigenous Language Policy

Introduction

Language serves far more than a functional role in communication; it embodies the
essence of cultural identity, continuity, and heritage. Among tribal communities, particularly in
linguistically rich nations such as India, native dialects are deeply woven into the fabric of daily
life, storytelling traditions, and the transmission of ancestral knowledge. Yet, the role of these
dialects is often overlooked in development communication, the process by which information
aimed at social and economic upliftment is shared with the public. Mainstream policies and
initiatives frequently operate through dominant or official languages, inadvertently sidelining
large sections of tribal populations and limiting their access to education, healthcare, governance,
and social welfare (Pattanayak, 1981).

The erosion of tribal languages is not solely a cultural loss it presents practical
challenges that hinder the effectiveness of government programs. When essential services such as
public health advisories, school curricula, or awareness campaigns are communicated in unfamiliar
tongues, communities face confusion, disengagement, and even resistance. On the other hand,
incorporating local dialects into these efforts can greatly improve understanding, participation,
and trust. Bridging this linguistic gap has the potential to make development more responsive and
inclusive (UNESCO, 2022). The erosion of tribal languages is not solely a cultural loss it presents
practical challenges that hinder the effectiveness of government programs.
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When essential services such as public health advisories, school curricula, or awareness campaigns are communicated in

unfamiliar tongues, communities face confusion, disengagement, and even resistance. On the other hand, incorporating local
dialects into these efforts can greatly improve understanding, participation, and trust. Bridging this linguistic gap has the potential
to make development more responsive and inclusive (UNESCO, 2022).
This research emphasizes that including tribal languages in development efforts is not merely symbolic, it is a pathway to
empowerment. By recognizing native dialects as valuable tools for outreach and education, policymakers and practitioners can
foster more meaningful dialogue and active civic engagement. In doing so, development becomes not only a top-down effort but a
shared journey built on mutual respect, understanding, and linguistic inclusion.

Objectives of the Study

1. To explore how the use of tribal dialects contributes to more effective communication at the grassroots level in developmental
contexts.

2. To investigate the key obstacles that hinder the integration of indigenous languages within formal communication systems
and institutional frameworks.

3. To evaluate the consequences of excluding tribal dialects from development efforts, particularly regarding participation and
the success of welfare initiatives.

4. To study real-world examples and case-based evidence where the application of native dialects has led to improved outcomes
in areas such as education, healthcare, and governance.

5. To propose practical, language-sensitive communication strategies tailored for policymakers and development professionals
to enhance inclusion and responsiveness in tribal regions.

Review of Literature
The relationship between language and development has been a central topic across disciplines such as linguistics,
communication, and development studies. Scholars have long emphasized that language functions not merely as a tool for
expression but as a crucial factor in securing access to fundamental rights, essential resources, and social representation,
particularly for tribal and indigenous populations.
1. The Role of Language in Development
Language lies at the heart of effective communication, which is a cornerstone of any successful development effort. As noted
by Chambers (1997), meaningful participation in the development process becomes possible only when individuals can access
and interpret information in their language. When development communication fails to reflect the linguistic context of the
target population, it often results in confusion, limited engagement, and even social exclusion. This challenge is particularly
evident among tribal communities in India, where many people rely on indigenous dialects in daily life. Relying solely on
dominant languages such as Hindi or English risks marginalizing these groups and limiting the impact of development
interventions.
2. Tribal Languages and Cultural Identity
Tribal languages are intricately linked to cultural traditions, oral storytelling, and indigenous knowledge about the natural
world. As highlighted by Skutnabb-Kangas and Mohanty (2009), the gradual disappearance of these dialects undermines both
cultural identity and the social strength that binds communities together. The cultural knowledge encoded in tribal languages
is often untranslatable, and losing the language means losing access to valuable traditional wisdom about health, agriculture,
and ecology.
3. Language Marginalization in Public Services
According to Pattanayak (1981), tribal populations frequently experience linguistic exclusion in both educational settings and
public administration, which contributes to their reduced participation and unequal access to development opportunities. In
classrooms, children from tribal backgrounds often face significant learning barriers when instruction is delivered in
unfamiliar languages rather than their native tongue. Likewise, when health professionals and government officials are unable
to communicate in local dialects, it becomes difficult to build trust or effectively deliver services, particularly in urgent
situations such as immunization campaigns or disaster relief efforts.
4. The Need for Multilingual Development Strategies
UNESCO (2022) emphasizes the importance of adopting inclusive language strategies across sectors such as education,
healthcare, and governance. It advocates for multilingual models that allow official languages to function alongside
indigenous dialects, noting that such approaches tend to enhance communication, strengthen public trust, and improve the
effectiveness of service delivery. In the Indian context, a few region-specific initiatives such as mother-tongue-based education
and community radio programs in tribal areas like have yielded encouraging outcomes. However, these efforts are often
isolated and lack the institutional support needed for long-term sustainability and wider implementation.
Case Studies and Positive Interventions

o

Various community-based initiatives have demonstrated the significant role indigenous languages can play in effective
development communication. In states like Odisha and Jharkhand, community radio stations broadcasting in tribal dialects
have played a key role in disseminating vital information on issues such as hygiene, nutrition, and legal rights. By delivering
messages in the local language, these platforms foster a sense of familiarity and cultural relevance, which not only builds trust
but also encourages active participation and a sense of empowerment among tribal audiences (Bhatia, 2014).
6. Synthesis

The reviewed literature strongly indicates that supporting tribal languages extends beyond preserving cultural identity, it is
a matter of ensuring equity, social inclusion, and responsive governance. When development programs fail to recognize
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linguistic diversity, they risk alienating the very populations they intend to support. A recurring insight across multiple
studies is the critical importance of integrating indigenous dialects into government policies and communication frameworks
to promote development that is both inclusive and sustainable.

Analysis of the Study
Legal and Policy Framework for Tribal Language Inclusion

In India, language functions not only as a reflection of cultural identity but also holds significant legal and constitutional
importance. The nation's legal structure formally recognizes its rich linguistic diversity, encompassing tribal and indigenous
languages. However, despite these constitutional provisions, the practical incorporation of these languages into policymaking and
administrative frameworks remains limited and inconsistent. This section explores the constitutional provisions, statutory
mandates, and national policies that relate to the recognition and promotion of tribal dialects, especially in developmental
communication.

Cultural Community

Preservation Participation

Strengthening
Development
Through Language

Effective Policy

Information Implementation
Dissemination

Figure 1: Promoting Tribal Dialects in Grassroots Communication

1. Constitutional Provisions
The Constitution of India upholds linguistic pluralism as a fundamental right. Article 29 guarantees the protection of cultural
and linguistic minorities, while Article 350A mandates the provision of facilities for instruction in the mother tongue at the
primary stage of education. Article 344 and the Eighth Schedule recognize 22 languages, but many tribal dialects—though
widely spoken—remain excluded from official recognition (Government of India, 1950).
Additionally, the Fifth Schedule and Sixth Schedule of the Constitution empower states and autonomous councils in tribal
regions to govern local matters, including education and culture. These constitutional tools provide a foundation for
developing localized, linguistically relevant communication strategies.

2. National Education Policy and Tribal Languages
The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 places renewed emphasis on mother tongue-based education, particularly in the
foundational years. It advocates for multilingualism and the promotion of regional and tribal languages in both curriculum
and teacher training (Ministry of Education, 2020). While this policy offers hope for increased inclusivity, its success depends
heavily on effective implementation at the state level, especially in districts with a high proportion of tribal populations.

3. Statutory and Policy Initiatives
Beyond the Constitution, various government initiatives have attempted to preserve and promote tribal languages. The
Tribal Research Institutes (TRIs), supported by the Ministry of Tribal Affairs, conduct documentation and promotion of
tribal knowledge systems, including language. The Community Radio Guidelines (2002), issued by the Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting, also encourage local broadcasting in tribal dialects, thereby empowering communities with a
voice and visibility (Ministry of 1&B, 2002).
However, the absence of legally binding mandates for language inclusion in governance and public services continues to be a
barrier. Most state-level programs still rely on dominant state languages, sidelining tribal dialects in areas such as healthcare
communication, agricultural outreach, and legal literacy.

4. International Commitments and Indigenous Rights
India is a signatory to the UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage and supports the
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP). These instruments emphasize the right of
indigenous peoples to preserve and promote their languages as a means of empowerment and participation in public life
(UNESCO, 2022).
Thus, India's legal and policy architecture acknowledges the value of linguistic diversity, but specific protections and
proactive policies for tribal dialects remain insufficient. A more robust integration of tribal languages into development
communication frameworks, guided by constitutional mandates and policy commitments, is essential for ensuring that tribal
communities are not just heard, but understood and empowered.

Discussion

Language plays a fundamental yet frequently overlooked role in ensuring that development efforts are truly inclusive
and impactful for particularly in regions predominantly inhabited by tribal communities in India. This research brings attention to
how sidelining tribal dialects from official communication platforms, educational systems, and public service initiatives has
significantly contributed to the ongoing social and economic marginalization of indigenous populations. While the Indian
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Constitution and various policy frameworks recognize linguistic and cultural plurality, the actual enforcement of these protections
often falls short at the community level. When state-sponsored programs in healthcare, education, or legal awareness are delivered
in dominant regional or national languages, communication often breaks down. Such language mismatches can result in
misinterpretation of important messages or, worse, a complete lack of engagement from the intended audiences. This disconnect
undermines the effectiveness of these programs. For instance, public health campaigns conducted in unfamiliar languages may fail
to convey critical instructions or preventive measures, limiting their overall success (Skutnabb-Kangas & Mohanty, 2009). On the
other hand, community-based initiatives that make use of local dialects, such as tribal radio broadcasts or traditional storytelling
methods, have been shown to foster greater trust, participation, and understanding among tribal listeners (Bhatia, 2014).

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 offers a significant step forward by promoting the use of mother tongues
during the foundational years of schooling. However, this vision can only be realized if adequate training for teachers, culturally
responsive curricula, and strong administrative support are in place (Ministry of Education, 2020). The broader challenge lies in
recognizing tribal dialects not just as cultural artifacts but as essential tools for democratic engagement, effective governance, and
equitable development.

Conclusion

This study reinforces the view that supporting and promoting tribal dialects is far more than a symbolic act and is a
practical and necessary step toward building a development framework that is inclusive, just, and sustainable. These indigenous
languages are more than communication tools; they are repositories of generations of traditional knowledge, cultural values, and
local wisdom. When tribal dialects are meaningfully integrated into communication strategies at the grassroots level, they enhance
the reach and relevance of public programs while also encouraging greater participation from the communities themselves.
To achieve lasting impact, policy approaches must extend beyond the preservation or documentation of tribal languages. Instead,
these dialects should be actively embedded in mainstream systems, whether in education, governance, or digital communication
spaces. Language inclusion must be viewed both as a fundamental right and a valuable development asset. It holds the potential to
foster greater civic engagement, bridge social divides, and reinforce the participatory nature of democracy. If development is to be
truly representative and effective, it must echo the voices and the languages of the communities it seeks to uplift.
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